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reposed in us vry- great power, and anxious
to do nothing whiich would lead this Rouse
for one moment to think that we had lost
sight of its privileges, or of those
principles which members here believe to
be essential. I therefore beg to move
that the consideration of messages from
the Legislative Council relating to the
Oonstitution Bill, the Reistribution of
Seats Bill, and the Eleotbral Bill be
made orders of the day for to-morrow.
I will then place on the table the report
of the Conference.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
TuE PREMIER: It was inteuded to

meet at It o'clock to-morrow forenoon;-
but I think now that if we meet in the
afternoon -at 3 o'clock we shall have
ample time to dispose of the business of
the session before the House rises in the
evening. T fix 3 o'clock because I have
at 2-30 an engagement witb a deputation
from a country district, which I wish to
keep. I shall therefore be glad if mere-
bers will support me in now moving that
the House at its rising do adjourn until
three o'clock to-morrow afternoon.'

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at

9-20 o'clock, until the nest afternoon.

Fridayj, 151h January, 1904.
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THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
11-20 o'clock, forenoon.

PRATERs.

URGENCY MOTION-MINISTERIAL
PROMISE, HOW MADE.

HON. J. T. GLOWBEY (South): I
wish to move- the adjournment of the
House, to discuss a matter of urgency.

T'E PnnIsIDENT : To what dateP
'Under Standing Order 89, any matter
of pressing importance can be deatlt with
by moving that the House do adjourn
until a certain date.

RON. J. T. GLOWREY: I move that
the Rouse at its rising do adjourn until
to-morrow. Lass Tuesda y the leader of
the House, speaking on thep Redistri-
bution of Seats Bill, the Electoral Bill,
and the Conrtitution Act Amendment
Bill, made a statement on behalf of the
Government, and induced members of
this House to send the Redistribution of
Seats Bill to~ another place on a distinct
understanding, and he made the state-
muent clearly and distinctly.

HON. A. G. Jnsnw~is: Can you give
the words?'

How. J. T. GLOWHEY: The hon.
member mwill no doubt remember the
words: they will be fresh to his memoryv
as theyv are to every member of the
House. The Colonial Secretary said that
if we sent that Bill on to another place,
the Assembly would ask fora Conference
of both Houses, and that unless an
arrangement was arrived at satisfactory
to both Houses the whole three Bills
would be dropped.

THEz COLONIAL SECRETARY: No.
How. *J* T. GLOWREY: That is

distinctly the statement mad~e by the
Colonial Secretary;i and I should like
to know if the hon. gentleman has any
statement to make to the House, or
whether be has any reason to believe
that the arrangement will be carried ont.
'Unless that arrangement is carried out,
there will be a distinct breach of faith,
and the hon.gentleman should not for
one momen logr reain his position as
leader in this House unless his promise is
carried out. I feel sure many members
of the House would have raised some
objection to the Bill leaving this Chamber
only for the statement made by the
Colonial Secretary onl that Occasion3. I
felt some reluctance myself in accepting
the statement, as I thought the Colonial
Secretary was not only pledging the Gov-
ernment but the Legislative Assembly.
However, we received the promise of the

AdjournmM. [15 .4-CUART, 1904.1



3182 Ministerial Pi'omise: (COUNCIL.] how made.

Colonial Secretary, and we believed that
it would be alll right. There was the
promise that a Conference would be held,
and unless some arrangement was arrived
at, the .Bills would be dropped. I would
like to know if the Colonial Secretary is
still prepared to carry out his promise, or
has he any statement to make on behalf
of the Government?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. Walter Kingamill): I am indeed
sorry the hon. member has thought fit to
take this course, and I am more sorry
still that the hon. member should have
held out such direful consequences in
regard to myself. It almost seems to me
that the hon. member wishes to make a
personal attack on myself, and has taken
this opportunity of doing so. With the
objec-t of clearly defining what I did say,
I have availed myself of the courtesy of
the Hansard reporters, and have now
befor-e me-not for the purpose of read-
ing it, which would be against the Stand-
ing Orders, but for the purpose of
refreshing my memory- the report of
Hansard, which is correct. The words I
used on the occasion are as follow:-

I can give this Chamber the assurance that
if this Bill is forwarded to the Legislative
Assembly, the Government in that branch of
the Legislature will undertake to propose that
a Conference on the three Bills shall be held;
not alone that, but that the wishes of the
Conference shall be expressed in the Bills as
they leave Parliament, or that the Bills shall
be dropped.
The Government have carried out the
undertaking to propose a Conference
being held ; and in spite of the magni-
tude of the pledge alluded to, involving
not alone the Government but the Parlia-
mient, the Government have carried out
that portion of their pledge, and have
not only proposed that a Conference be
held, but the Conference has been held.
Members know the result of the Con-
ference. The result has been absolutely
nil. The wishes of the Conference which
have been alluded to have not been ex-
pressed. They have no wishes; the
matter is therefore practically in stain quo.
That is an accurate statement of the
case. When the hon. member saiid I
pledged mn'yself that if a satisfactory
solution of the difficulty was not arrived
at the Bills would be dropped, he went
farthe than I did.

HoN. J. T. GLOWRLEY: No.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
can only bring in as evidence my' own
memory ad the report of Hansard which
I referred to, and which I can assure the
House is correct; that is so far as the
assurance I gave to this House. The
Conference has been held, and although
we have not had a formal report, Yet I
think I am just ified in saving the wishes
of the Confejence still lack expression.
They have no expression because the
Conference could not agree, and the
matter therefore is merely in the same
state as it was originally. That is the
assurance I gave to the House in asking
inembers to forward the Redistribution
of Seats Bill to the Legislative Assembly.
I think members will bear me out in
that. If members wish to see the proof
copy of the Hansard report to which I
have alluded, for the purpose of refresh-
ing their memories, I shall be glad to
hand it to them ; and I say that this
report is correct. I can vouch that the
assurance I have spoken of was neither
more nor less than that made to the
House. I can vouch for that also. There
has been no breach of confidence. I
do not know how the other Chamber
is going to deal with the Bills. I have
heard that the Bills as a whole will
receive a fairly rough handling ; but how
the Assembly will deal with the Bills I
know not. So far as I am concerned,
and so far as the Government which IIrepresent are concerned, we have loyally
and faithfully carried out the assurance
which I gave to the House on Tuesday
afternoon.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT (South-West):
I should like to say a word or two on
this matter, and I must say in the first
instance that my recollection does concur
with the words which the hon. gentleman
opposite has read out as conveying his
meaning, and I think as far as m~y recol-
lection goes those are the very words
verbalim that were used. At the same
time no doubt there was a very strong
impression in this House that the three
Bills ought to be treated as one, at all
events two of them, the Redistribution of
Seats Bill and the -Constitution Act
Amendment Bill; and I am satisfied that

iif at the time these Bills were introduced
there was -any strong fear on the part of
members that these two Bills would not
be treated as one, to move together and
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be withdrawn or dropped together, if it
was thought that one would become law
without the other, in such a case I am
certain this House would not have con-
sented to the course it did agree to in
breaking up the Constitution measure of
reform into two Bills. For my part I
deeply regret that the Government did
Dot see their way to agree to the almost
unanimous wish of this House and not
have the Constitution Act broken into
two, that at the time they sought to give
legislative sanction to that course the
Government did not remain firm in their
determination to deal with the Bills as a
whole. We may assume that the Bills
will receive very rough handling in
another place. There is a strong likeli-
hood that the Redistribution of Seats
Bill and the Electoral Bill will receive
legislative sanction, that is the approval
of the Governor, but that another
measure is in the utmost jeopardy. I
desire to any nothing at this moment
that, will interfere with the chance of that
measure being adopted in another place.
I wish to put on record that, throughout,
this House has endeavoured to act
with absolute fairness and with a full
sense of the responsibilities of its duty,
and that the House has placed, and has
desired throughout to place, implicit con-
fidence in the Government. If this House
has erred, it is through excessive trust
and over-confidence. I say no more,
except to hope that as little as possible
will be said in this House until we know
the fate of the two measures. Let us say
nothing which will endanger the possi-
bility of the three Bills passing into law.
If a, mistake has been made, the last word
I shall say is that it has been through the
over-trustfulness and over-confidence of
the Legislative Council.

How. G. E. DEMPSTER (East): I
regret very much the course which has
been taken. I considered, with other
members, that these three Bills were so
dovetailed together that one coul I not be
carried without the other; that the three
Bills should go together, and that if one
were rejected the whole should be rejected.
I regret that a compromise was not
effected in the interests of the country;
but I feel sure the country generally will
uphold this House in the attitude which
has been taken throughout the whole of
the proceedings. This House has acted

in a way which was considered essential
in the interests of the country. I regret
there has not been a stronger wish on the
other side to settle the matter in a way
which would be desirable in the interests
of the country.

THE PRESIDENT: This matter having
now been ventilated, perhaps the member
who moved the motion will withdraw it.

BON. J. T. GLOWREY: Ilam willing
to withdraw the motion; but it is a
question of urgency whether this House,
if another place does not pass the Bills,
should not take some farther action.

THE PESIDENT: We have not heard
what the other House has done. The
report has not been made to another
Cham)3er yet.

HON. J. T. GLowREY asked lhave to
withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn.

CONFERENCE ON CONSTITUTION
BILLS (3).

REPORT OF MANAGERS.
HON. J. W. HACKETT brought up

the report of five managers appointed by
the House to meet five managers for the
Assembly in Conference on the Constitu-
Act Amendment Bill, the Electoral Bill,
and the Redistribution of Seats Bill. He
moved that the report be read.

Question passed, and the report read,
as follows :

To the Hon. the President and Members of the
Legislative Council.

The managers appointed by this honourable
Honseto meet in Conference the five managers
appointed by the Legislative Assembly in
connection with the Constitution Bill, the
Redistribution of Seats Bill, and the Electoral
Bill, desire to report that the Conference tat
at the time and place agreed, but after a long
and anxious consideration of the questions
raised, lasting from 11 a.m. to 9p.m., were not
able to arrive at an agreement on all the
points in differcnce. The managers desire to
place on record their appreciation of the
courtesy shown by the managers of the Legis-
lative Assembly during the long and trying
sitting of the Conference.

HoN. J. W. HAOKETP: InI moving
that the report be adopted, I will add a
very few words. It is to me a dis-
appointment, and a&sharp disappointment,
that a more'satisfactory conclusion to
our sittings did not take place. I cannot
say the fault is that of any member of
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the Conference. On the contrary, I
believe there was an endeavour to, if
possible, arrive at an arrangement satis-
factory to all sides; but the usual
difficulty with conferences intervened -
each party of managers felt that it was
permissible for it only to go to a certain
extent, that the interests and the privileges
of their Houses respectively were held in
trust and in guardianship b y them; and
the result was that in each case there
was an apprehension that they might be
going beyond what the position or the
wishes of their Houses respectively would
justify them in doing. The result is
that we have to bring in a report which
is of a wholly negative character. It
conveys practically no informatiod, be-
cause there is no information to be
conveyed. There was a large number of
matters in dispute, as mav be gathered
from the journals of the House. We
discussed them, but in hardly any case
could it be said that a definite conclusion
was arrived at. Nevertheless up to the
last hour I myself indulged strong hopes
that a6 harmonious adjustment of the
difficulties, which would not involve too
serious a surrender of rights on the part
of either side, might be secured. That
hope has not been fulfilled; and the
result ia that we have to place before the
House, and I do it with deep regret, a
record that our meeting in Conference
was entirely abortive. As to other
questions which may spring out of this
matter, I desire to say nothing at present.
I desire to express-and I am sure I do
so on the part of the managers-a, strong
feeling of disappointment that something
more satisfactory, wore calculated to
introduce peace and harmony into the
relations of the Legislature and into the
relations of the country, something which
would stop all agitation and excitement
in a constitutional direction for some
time to come, has not been secured. I
beg to move

That the report be adopted and entered
upon the minutes.

How. C. E. DEMPST.ER (East): I
have great pleasure in moving a vote of
thanks to the managers.

THE: PRESIDENT: The hon. member
cannot move a vote of thanks. The
question before the Council now is the
adoption of the report.

HON. C. E. DEMPSTER2 : I wish to
express our thanks to the managers for
the wa 'Y in which they p~rf.'rmed their
duties. I am told those gentlemen per-
formed those duties in a reasonable and
gentlemanly* way, and in a way which I
am sure will give satisfaction. At the
same time we all regret their work was
not attended with more satisfactory
results. However, we know that was not
their fault.

How. J. W. LANGSFORD (Metro-
politan-Sulurban): ; should not like the
session to close without giving sound to
my own voice, and I rise to express to
the managers for this House in their
Conference with the managers for the
Assembly my appreciation of the extreme
care they have taken in this matter. T
with other members was hoping that a
happy solution of our difficulties would
be arrived at, and one that would set at
rest for some time at any rate the altera-
tion of our Constitution, which I think
should not be altered unless under press-
ing and urgent necessity. That solution
has not been achieved. There were one
or two matters which made themselves
prominent in my election campaign. I
do not know whether I am quite in order
in referring to this, but as I have found
the utmost difficulty in picking up the
scattered threads of legislation since I
entered this House, I may inform
members that there were two main
features which were prominent in my
election campaign, one being my strenuous
opposition to anything that would affect
the welfare of this House, that would
result in the abolition or the destruction
of this House, and I should like my
statement on that question to be on
record. One other matter was that r
supported the lowering of the qualifica-
tion of voters for this House, and I
thought by* that we should strengthen
rather than weaken the powers and the
position of this House with the country
at large.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : Hear,
hear; undoubtedly.

How. J. W. LANGSFORD: With
these few remarks, I beg to support our
expression of appreciation to the managers
for the great Care in their endeavour to
arrive at a happy solution of the diffi-
culty which at present obtains.

Question passed, the report adopted.
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STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. Walter Kingemill) :It is possible
we may receive messages from another
place before the prorogation, and I wish
to take this opportunity of moving:

That so much of the Standing Orders ho
suspended for the rest of the session as will
enable this House to deal immediately with
messaes on their receipt from the Legislative
Assembly.
I think it would be advisable so to do in
case there are any messages to receive
from the Legislative Assembly, although
it is improbable that there will be.

TEE PRESIDENT: I myself think it
is necessary that this portion of the
Standing Orders should be suspended.
I drew the attention of the Colonial
Secretary to the fact that we may have
messages, and under our Standing Orders
we could not deal with them until another
d ay.

HoN. 3. WV. HACKETT : Perhaps
the h'nu. gentleman will make a state-
ment as to what he thinks is likely to
take place to-day and to-morrow.

HoN. J. D. CONotLY: Why cannot
the Standing Orders be suspended when
the messages come down?

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: One of the
reasons that occurred to me for a more
definite explanation was that Ilearnt with
a certain amount of anxiety that the hon.
gentleman does not expect farther mes-
sages from another place. Does that
mean the opinion of the hon. gentleman
is that two of these three measures will
be assented to with our amendments, and
that the third, the main bone of conten-
tion, will be droppedP

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
reason why I do not expect more mes-
sages from tbe Assembly is that the Hills
which have come down to this House are
absolutely in their last stage.

HON. W. T. LOTON: The hon. gentle-
man is mistaken.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
do not see how any Bills in the bands of
the Assembly now can be sent back to
this Chamber.

Tun PRESIDENT: One is the Govern-
ment Railways Bill.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
Quite so. I take it we shall receive a
message with regard to that, but it will be
purely formal and will not need consider-

ation. The amendments which the Gov-
ernment Railways Bill had introduced
into it when last before this Chamber
were Government amendments, which did
not involve any matters of policy and
were purely formal. The method, there-
fore, we should adopt with regard to
that Bill would be that the Legislative
Assembly accepting the amendments of
the Legislative Council, they would not
require consideration from us. With
regard to the point raised by Mr. Connolly
as to my reasons for moving now that the
Standing Orders should be suspended, I
shall be most happy to take that hon.
member into my confidence and tell him I
move that now because I see in the House
an absolute majority, which it is necessary
to have to suspend Standing Orders,
and it is always well to make hay while
the sun shines. Possibly we may not
afterwards have an absolute majority, and
that is why I move it now. With regard
to the course which is likely to eventuate
in another place; Dr. Hackett must
know very well that it lies very largely in
the hands of the House itself. I had a
conversation a few minutes ago, since
the House met, with the Premier, who
gave the Conference the information now
asked for.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: There wats
nothing on that point which could be
reported.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
With regard to what may be the out-
come of events in another place, that is
indeed a very bard thing to say.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: I refer rather
to the intention of the Government. The
hon. gentleman is a Minister.

Hox. G. BELLINGHAM: The conversa-
tion as well.

Tri COLONIAL SECRETARY: As
a matter of fact the conversation was
this. I asked the Premier whether he
expressed any intention when present at
the Conference. He said he did. flat
was the conversation which took place.
It was rather hurried. Members will
realise that I wished to get back to this
Chamber as quickly as possible because
of the proceedings on the motion of Mr.
Glowrey for the adjournment of the
House. I may say I have not discussed
the matter with the Premier, but I notice
in a report in the West Australian news-
paper be is said to have expressed the
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opinion that the most likely thing to
happen will he that the two Bills, the
Redistribution of Seats Bill and the
Electoral Bill, will be passed, and the
other one dropped.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: Has he not
consulted his colleagues on the matter?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Not
yet. There is still time before three
o'clock. That is the only statement I
have to make.

HoN. 3.D. CONNOLLsY(North-East):
I only wish to say I protest against our
being asked before to-morrow for a sus-
pension of the Standing Orders. As I
said by way of interjection, if it is neces-
sary to Suspend the Standing Orders,
that can be done to-morrow. It is ex-
tremely unfair to ask this House to
suspend the Standing Orders when some
message which we do not expect now
may be brought down and hurried
through, whereas if members bad notice
they would perhaps take a different
course or make an effort to be present.
I do not think there is the remotest
possibility of there not being an absolute
majority here to-morrow, more particu-
larly if it is known that, it will be neces-
sary to suspend the Standing Orders.
For these reasons I hope the House will
not agree to suspend the Standing Orders
now. They can do it just as well to-
morrow.

THE PRESIDENT: The only point I
would draw the hion. member's attention
to is that several members have told me
they will not he here to-morrow. There
must be 17 members in the House before
the Standing Orders can be suspended.

How. J. W. HAOKETT: It is unusual
to refuse such a proposal on the part of
the leader of the House. I think we
have acted fairly stringently by the hon.
gentleman in regard to the suspension of
the Standing Orders, and now in the last
few hours we may safely agree with him,
as he cannot do much harm.

Question put and passed (an absolute
majority of members present).

ADJOURNMENT-RE MARKS ON
BUSINESS.

Tns COLONIAL SECRETARY
moved:-

That the House at its rising do adjourn until
half-pat two o'clock to-morrow afternoon.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: When will the
prorogation take place?

THE: COLONIAL SECRETARY:
The Government hope to be able to
prorogue at three o'clock to-morrow.

HON. 3. T. GLOWREY: In view of
the unfortunate misunderstanding as to
the three Bills, which misunderstanding
I referred to in my last speech, I think
it only right that this House should
have some opportunity of expressing an
opinion as to thoseBills before they receive
the assent of the Governor. If we meet
at 2-30 to-morrow and prorogue at three,
we shall have no such opoortunity. for
the Bills will have been assented to; and
considering how this House has been
misled, it is quite within its rights-

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I object
to the word " misled."

HONs. J. W. HACKETT: He did not
say by whom.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY:
No; but the inference is clear, and
members understood the allusion. I am
pained and surprised that such an ex-
pression should be used; because as a
fact I am the leader of the House, and
am made out by the h6n. member's words
to be a misleader. The word " misled "
can have only one construction, and it
points to misconduct on the part of the
leader. I protest against the use of the
word by the lion, member. He has not
even taken the trouble to read the proof
of the speech which I delivered-the
report which I vouched for as accurate.

HONs. J. T. GLOWREY: Where did
you get it?

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I sent to
Hansard for it.

THE PRESIDENT: I think the word
misled " is rather too strong.
HONs. J. T. GLOWREY: I certainly

think it expresses the opinion of a great
manyv -members of the-House. - -

TuE PRESIDENT! I think the hon.
member should withdraw the word.

HON. J. T. GLOWREY: If that is
your wish, Mr. President, and I am
bond to withdraw what I believe to be
true I shall have to do so.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Is that a
proper mode of withdrawal ?

Tan PRESIDENT: I think the bon.
member is going too far. The word
"1misled," used as he used it in reference
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to one who has charge of this House, is a
rather strong expression.

Hon. J. T. GLOWREY: I cannot say
deceived." That would be stronger

still,
Tan PRESIDENT: YOU Can Speak Of a

misunderstanding.
How. J. T. GLO WHEY: With great

respect I bow to your -ruling. I still
think the House should have some oppor-
tunity of expressing an opinion as to the
action of the Government on the three
Bills; and it will be too late to do so
after the Governor bas assented to tbe
Bills.

THE PRESIDENT: The hon. member is
wrong. The House meets at 2,3O; and
any communication from another place
can then be made before prorogation.

How. J. r. GLO WHEY: But the
leader of the House says there will be no
communication as to -these Bills.

THE0 PRESIDENT:- We cannot tell. The
other House bas not yet discussed them.
It may discuss them and again communi-
cate with this House.

HoN, . .T. GLOWREY: My desire is to
protect this House against a- repetition of
the action of the Government as to these
three Bills. I do not think the Govern-
went had any right to treat us in this
manner. I think miany members would
have raised some objection to sending
the Redistribution Bill to another place,
had it not been for the Minister's state-
ment, so earnestly and sincerely made.

Tan COLONIAL SECR.ETARY: And
carried out.

HON. 3. T?. GLOWREY:- That is a.
matter of opinion. But 'before those
Bills are assented to the House should be
afforded an opportunity of discussing
the situation.

Tan COLONIAL SECRETARY (in
explanation): The hon. member will
have half-an-hour's opportunity. If he
likes to condense his speech, he can say a
great deal in that time, attacking the
Government, defending their action, or
making general remarks. Prom 2-30 till
3 o'clock will be ample time for criticis-
ing the action of the Government, what-
ever that may turn out to be.

HoN. W. 'MALEY: I should like to
say a word to express the opinion of
most members of the House, and to some
extent to support Mr. Glowrey. Memn-
bers when parting with the Redistribu-

tion Bill had a distinct promise from the
Colonial Secretary that the Government
would embody in the three Bills before
the Assembly any amendments decided
on by the Conference, and that those Bills
would again be submitted for revision in
this Chamber. That is tho impression I
had, and I believe I can say the same for
other members. I do not say we were
misled. It may have been a. case of the
blind leading the blind; but we were not
fully informed of the position, of which
we obtained but a one-sided view. As to
the Conference, I hope it will be the last
between the two Houses. I hope there
will not be occasion for another; and
that if there is such occasion. some better
means will be devised. I regret exceed-
ingly that this House, at the beginning of
the controversy, did not firmly put down
its foot and dispose of at least one of the
Bills without giving the other House a
chance to play as it -has been playing
with this House. I regret also that I shall
not be here to-morrow, in order, if any-
thing crops up, to be able to support Mr.
Glow rey should he take any farther
action, It is little use the hon. member's
doing anything to-morrow. It is dis-
tinctly understood that the prorogation
will take place at 3 o'clock; the hon.
member's speech on a subject of such
importance might well occupy an hour;
hence it is idle to say that full opportunity
for discussion is being given him. How-
ever, the question will nd-doubt be iet at
rest. I thought it would be unfair for
me to sit idly by, and not to support
tod a large extent the hion. member's
remarks.

Question put and passed.
The House adjourned accordingly at

nine minutes past 12 o'clock noon, until
the next afternoon.

Adjournment: [1-5 JANuAwr, 1904.1


